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Abstract

Sustainable Integrated Watershed Management (SIWM) paradigm is becoming more important in terms of managing and 
protecting natural resources in many countries. Turkey’s biggest problem is that the state organization and structure of the 
legislation are not appropriate for SIWM paradigm. Between government institutions as synchronous and concentric work has 
not yet developed. On the other hand, there are incompatibilities in the shareholders’ expectations and requests that makes
development of such approaches more complex. In addition, inventory of natural resources that are crucial for SIWM are either 
nonexistent or insufficient. Increasing of rural population and poverty causes the destruction of natural resources. The purpose of 
this study is to investigate the administrative, legal, economic and ecological problems in Turkey in terms of SIWM. An example 
of fore 
SIWM can be adopted. The main problem observed in the sample watershed is that the eco-hydrological watershed boundaries 
are incompatible with the administrative and legal boundaries. Also, the conflict among the different administrative branches and 
the lack of relevant data cause problems in the implementation of the management plans. In this paper, options are identified for 
the reconciliatory strategic decisions about the implementation of sustainable integrated watershed management in Turkey. The 
paper also focusses on the legal and administrative problems attributed of the water resources and watershed management system 
in Turkey.

Key words:

Received: January, 2012; Revised final: March, 2014; Accepted: March, 2014

Author to whom all correspondence should be addressed: e-mail: semihedis@gmail.com; Phone: + (90) 376 2122757

1. Introduction

Management of water and land resources 
engenders many problems in technical, social, 
economic as well as legal terms. Integrated 
management, which is based on the participation of 
all stakeholders in policy development including the 
stages of preliminary survey of watershed properties, 
project designing, implementation, monitoring and 
evaluation is required. This requirement forms the 
basis of an effective and sustainable management. 
Ecological, economic and social strengths and 
weaknesses for every watershed need to be 
determined and a participatory management based on 
this understanding should be adopted (Göl et al., 
2010; Nisanci et al., 2015). In many developed 

countries, including those of the European Union, 
management of natural resources is done on 
watershed basis. Difficulties in achieving water 
resource management on a watershed scale do not 
result merely in the absence of watershed 
administrative bodies-indeed, they are likely to 
appear in the very creation of such bodies, and recur 
from time to time throughout their activities. Water’s 
nature as a valued resource brings it squarely into the 
domain of politics, where individuals and groups 
struggle for control of decision making. Calls for 
integrated management or consensus decision 
making will not prevent the emergence or persistence 
of stakeholder conflicts and politics in the watershed 
(Blomquist and Shlager, 2005; Qui, 2016). A 
watershed is the most convenient unit for 


